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"DESPITE AND STILL - MELISSA FOGARTY SINGS SAMUEL BARBER" 

RELEASED OCTOBER 20, 2011

Featuring Samuel Barber’s beloved songs and less known gems, including "Hermit Songs," "Despite and Still," "Three songs," and others

CD RELEASE CONCERT ON FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 11 AT 8 P.M. , SAINT LUKE IN THE FIELDS, NYC

With pianist Marc Peloquin
“Ms. Fogarty drew on substantial reserves of tenderness, anguish and whimsy… vividly convey[ing] both essence and nuance.”—Steve Smith, The New York Times

Soprano Melissa Fogarty and Aureole Records are pleased to announce a new compilation of songs by Samuel Barber, Despite and Still, Melissa Fogarty Sings Samuel Barber. Fogarty’s performance of Barber’s songs at NYC’s Bargemusic in July 2010 received a five-star rating in the Financial Times, and The New York Times praised it for its “intense focus and emotional presence.” Despite and Still is Fogarty’s second solo album after the award-winning Handel: Scorned and Betrayed. She is accompanied on it by pianist Marc Peloquin.

Samuel Barber is one of the most important contributors to American song literature. Yet, his songs are not widely recorded. This new release collects the beloved Hermit Songs, Op. 29 (1952-53); the less known gem Despite and Still, Op. 41 (1968-69); and one of his final vocal works, Three Songs, Op. 45 (1972). It also features the favorite “Sure on this Shining Night” (1938), as well as “Rain Has Fallen” (1935), “The Secrets of the Old” (1938), “Monks and Raisins” (1943), and “Nuvoletta” (1947).

On Friday, November 11, Fogarty will celebrate this new release with an evening concert titled “A Last Song, and a Very Last, and Yet Another.” The program will feature Barber’s "Despite and Still,” along with other selections from the CD. The program will also include Leonard Bernstein's cycle “I Hate Music!,” and Tom Cipullo's cycle “Another Reason I Don't Keep A Gun in the House," among others. Friday, November 11 at 8 P.M.; St Luke in the Fields; 487 Hudson Street, New York City; Free; 212.633.2167; www.melissafogarty.com
Fogarty was making the rounds in New York City performing David Del Tredici’s music when she met pianist Marc Peloquin, also known for his interpretation of Del Tredici’s music. Their mutual desire to collaborate resulted in the 2010 Bargemusic concert, “Barber at the Barge,” celebrating the composer’s centennial through works for voice and piano. From that experience, along with a strong connection to the songs of Barber that stretched back to her days as a student at the Eastman School of Music, Fogarty sought to have them recorded. The recording took place at Drew University, a hall recognized for its world-class design and acoustics, and was engineered by David Walters (BMG, EMI Reference, Chandos).

Written on a grant from the Elizabeth Sprague Coolidge Foundation, Hermit Songs is a cycle of 10 songs set to anonymous poems by Irish monks and scholars from the 8th to the 13th centuries, with translations by W.H. Auden, Chester Kallman, and Sean O’Faolan, among others. The work was premiered by Leontyne Price in 1953 at the Library of Congress, with Barber on the piano.

Comprised of five songs set to poems by Robert Graves, Theodore Roethke and James Joyce, Despite and Still was composed following after the failure of Barber’s opera Antony and Cleopatra at the Met, while Barber’s personal and professional life was at an all-time low. This song cycle is dedicated to Leontyne Price who premiered it in New York in 1969. Set to poems by James Joyce, Czeslaw Milosz, and Christopher Middleton, Three Songs, Op. 45 was written during the same period.

“Sure on this Shining Night” was set to text by James Agee, “Monks and Raisins” to Jose Garcia Villa, “The Secrets of the Old” to W.B. Yeats, and “Nuvoletta” to James Joyce. Also set to James Joyce, “Rain Has Fallen” is part of Three Songs, Op. 10.

Melissa Fogarty’s Despite and Still will be available for worldwide distribution through CD Baby. Downloads will be available on iTunes, Amazon MP3 and CDBaby.com
Hailed by The New York Times for her “delirious abandon” onstage, soprano MELISSA FOGARTY made her auspicious debut with New York City Opera in the Mark Morris production of Purcell's King Arthur, followed by The Magic Flute. She has impressed the public and critics alike for her performances ranging from Baroque and Classical-period music to contemporary operatic ventures. Recent appearances include Ottavia in Opera Omnia's Coronation of Poppea at Le Poisson Rouge and several roles at New York City Opera VOX American Composers Showcase (2007-2009). John King’s Dice Thrown, the virtuosic one-woman "aleatoric soundscape,” was the sleeper hit of 2008. Other VOX appearances include new operas by David Bruce, Chandler Carter, Sorrel Hayes, Ted Hearne, Marc Lowenstein, and Tom Schnauber.

A favorite of Pulitzer Prize-winning composer David Del Tredici, Fogarty has premiered the demanding song cycle A Field Manual (written especially for her, baritone Chris Pedro Trakas, and the Fireworks Ensemble). She has also performed Dracula for Del Tredici’s 70th Birthday celebration at Brooklyn College Conservatory of Music, and his Grammy Award-nominated Paul Revere's Ride with the Canticum Novum Singers. Sought after by numerous other composers and new music groups, Fogarty performed the world premieres of Kati Agócs’ Vessel with Metropolis Ensemble and Christopher James’s Five Sappho Fragments with North/South Consonance. She has also appeared in Chandler Carter’s Strange Fruit (Harlem School for the Arts, in association with NYCO) and Patience and Sarah (Musique à la mode, New York), and in scenes presented by American Opera Projects and American Lyric Theater.

In 2006, Fogarty was honored with an Outmusic Award for “Best Solo Debut – Female” for her album Handel: Scorned and Betrayed (Albany Records). Other recordings include Scarlatti’s Agar et Ismaele esiliati with the Seattle Baroque Orchestra (Centaur Records) and Forbidden Dance with Ensemble for the Seicento (Musicians Showcase).

For more information on Melissa Fogarty, visit: www.melissafogarty.com
Pianist Marc Peloquin is recognized for his highly imaginative and insightful music making, earning the admiration of musicians, critics and audiences alike. Marc has appeared in venues ranging from the Kennedy Center in Washington D.C; the Museum of Modern Art, the Guggenheim Museum, and Bargemusic in New York City; and international venues such the American Academy in Rome, the Darmstadt International Festival in Germany, and the Palacio de Belles Artes in Mexico City. He is a member of the piano ensemble Split Second with pianist Roberto Hidalgo.  Their CD Junctions was recently released on the Urtext label. Marc Peloquin’s other recordings include solo piano works of Otto Luening (CRI) and the works of Chester Biscardi (Naxos) scheduled for release in July 2012. Marc Peloquin is on the faculty of the New School University and is a resident teaching artist at the Bloomingdale School of Music, both in Manhattan.  He received his Doctor of Music and Masters degree from the Manhattan School of Music and Bachelor of Music degree from Boston University. 
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